Application of VIP/NTM-reactive natural antibodies in therapy of HIV disease.
In sera of HIV-infected individuals natural antibodies recognizing nonimmunogenic C-terminal domain of the second conserved region of HIV-1 gp120 and the vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) were identified. It has been demonstrated that these antibodies are significantly more prevalent in asymptomatic carriers than in AIDS patients and that their titer strongly correlates with disease progression. These findings point out the VIP/C2-reactive natural antibodies as an important agent for immunotherapy of HIV disease.